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THIS IS UNEVALUATED INFORMATION 


BANDITS ACTIVE I N TBA I BORDER AREAS > 
P OLICE SEIZ E I LLE GAI.^WEAPO NS AND O PIUM 


/Comment Bandit activity, as reported in the January Thai 
press, was confined chiefly to the border provinces of Songkhla 
and Narathiwat in the south, Chantabun in the southeast, and Surin 
and Nakhon Phanom in the east , 

Police reported several cases of illegal traffic in guns and 
Opium v 

Numbers m parentheses refer to appended sources,/ 


Joint Thai -Malay Suppres si on Fore e 

In mid-January, Prachathipatai published a special dispatch from its cor- 
respondent in Songkhla concerning the cooperation between Thailand and Malaya 
in destroying bandits on their common border . The article stated that in De- 
cember the Malay police had requested the services of Thai Police Major Wichit 
Laksanawet, on duty with the Suppression Unit at Region I, to help formulate 
a plan for the control of Chinese guerrillas who had fled into Thailand. This 
plan called for the strategy of encirclement and was carried out with the as- 
sistance of Police Lieutenant Colonel Anthaphon Suyaphot of Region IX and his 
police force. According to this article, the pincers movement used was effec- 
tive in destroying a number of bandits. (1) 

Quoting a 12 January BBC broadcast, Si Krung reported that a Joint Thal- 
Malay force of 1,000 men took part in this action and that Thai police from 
Bangkok, Songkhla, Hat Yai, and Sadao participated in the 12-day sweep that 
crossed the Thai border at Ban Prik.:2) 
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Another article of the same issue of S iam Nikon reported the confiscation 
of three sacks of raw opium at Bang Sue Station in Bangkok . According to the 
article, the authorities believe that the opium was brought by train from the 
north and then hidden in the station toilet until it could he removed with 
safety. The officers arrested some men who seemed to have heen left to guard 
the illegal opium. (4) 

Bangkok railroad police, acting on a tip about opium shipments on the 
Chiang Mai-Bangkok Express, inspected the freight warehouse and became, suspi- 
cious of oxygen cylinders that seemed too heavy% according to a report in Si 
Krung on 23 January. When no one claimed the ireignt after U days, the offi- 
cials examined the cylinders and found Uo kilograms of raw opium, worth 
lhO,OQO baht. They held the consignee fcr investigation's) 
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